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Murtha Draws Vietnam Comparisons


 


By BERNIE BECKER, The Caucus


December 2, 2009


 


A day after President Obama&rsquo;s address, Representative John
P. Murtha continued to express skepticism about the plan to send 30,000 more
troops to Afghanistan.


 


But perhaps more importantly, he believes Congress will still
cough up the funds for Mr. Obama&rsquo;s proposed infusion. 


 


&ldquo;It&rsquo;s not likely there would be any circumstances where the
president would lose this battle this year,&rdquo; Mr. Murtha, the chairman of the
House Appropriations subcommittee that deals with defense spending, told
reporters on Wednesday.


 


A crucial Democratic voice in Congress on national security
matters, Mr. Murtha also predicted that, as in past years, the funding for the
war in Afghanistan would be laid out in a separate spending bill, which he
estimated would cost about $40 billion and be voted on next spring.
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Under that timetable, many of the troops earmarked for Afghanistan
may have already headed overseas. The president said in his address at West Point on Tuesday that the extra troops
&ldquo;will deploy
in the first part of 2010 &mdash; the fastest possible pace.&rdquo; (Mr. Obama also said
the cost of the troop increase would be more like $30 billion.) 


 


Still, just because the Pennsylvania Democrat believes the
funding will go through does not necessarily mean he is happy about it. And Mr.
Murtha &ndash; who said he was concerned about the financial impact of intensifying
the war effort and uncertain that Afghanistan constituted a national security
threat &mdash; invoked the ultimate comparison to get that point across.


 


After recounting that the president downplayed comparisons
between Afghanistan and the
Vietnam War, the congressman, himself a decorated Vietnam veteran, said: &ldquo;Let me tell
you something, it compares. It compares because we didn&rsquo;t pay for it, and we
paid a heavy price in inflation a few years later.&rdquo;


 


He also reiterated his criticism that the Bush
administration poured troops and money into Iraq
and Afghanistan
without offsetting the cost, adding he was encouraged to hear the president say
in his Tuesday speech that he planned to work with Congress on finding ways to
compensate for the troop increase.


 


Mr. Murtha, along with other top House Democrats, has
proposed a 1 percent surtax to offset costs of the war. On Wednesday, however,
he said he was doubtful that proposal would gain any traction.


 


As for the national security implications of remaining in Afghanistan,
the veteran congressman said he had yet to see any long-term, measurable goals
in the war effort.


 


&ldquo;Al Qaeda can go any place. They don&rsquo;t have to be in Afghanistan,&rdquo;
he said, adding &ldquo;historically, this is a tough call. I mean, nobody&rsquo;s ever won
there. Alexander the Great had a hell of a time there. They cleaned his clock
there.&rdquo;
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Mr. Murtha&rsquo;s subcommittee is scheduled to hold a hearing
next week on the new strategy in Afghanistan,
with Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, Defense Secretary Robert Gates
and the ambassador to Afghanistan,
Karl Eikenberry, expected to testify.


 




The Online Office of Congressman John Murtha

http://www.murtha.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 5 January, 2010, 13:14


